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ANNUAL  REPORT 


for  the 

YEAR  1946 

on  the 

HEALTH  OF  TORPOINT 

t>y 

A.  Llewellyn  Davies* 

M.R+C.S.  L.R.C.P. 

MEDICAL  OFF 10 ER  OF  HEALTH^ 


COUNCIL  OF -ICES, 
TORPOINT, 
CORNWALL. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
of  the 

UREaN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TORPOINT. 


Gentlemen, 

I  heve  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  Torpoint  for  1946. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  the  District  is  23.00  as  compared 
with  19.10  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  of  the  District  is  12.75  as  compared  with 
11.50  for  England  &  Wales. 

The  health  of  the  district  remained  remarkably  good,  and 
there  was  a  marked  freedom  from  epidemics. 

The  response  to  the  campaign  for  immunization  against 
diphtheria  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  return  of  residents  who  have  teen  away  on  War  Service 
and  who  are  now  returning  in  some  cases  married  and  with  children 
have  aggravated  one  of  the  big  problems  -  the  overcrowding  and 
in  some  cases  the  dreadful  conditions  in  which  some  families  are 
living  as  a  result  of  the  large  amount  of  house  damage  the  district 
sustained  by  enemy  action. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 


A.  Llewellyn  Davies. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


Area  (In  acres)  -  1324. 

Population  at  1931  census  -  3971. 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  population  -  3535. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  -  888. 

Rateable  value  -  £  33,004. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  -  £  130. 

Social  conditions,  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  the 
public  health  -  no  change. 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year:- 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  births  -  Legitimate 

8§. 

51. 

38. 

Illegitimate 

3. 

2. 

1. 

Still  births  -  Legitimate 

5. 

1. 

4. 

Illegitimate 

Deaths 

51. 

24. 

27. 

)  birth  rate  per 
)  thousand  of  the 
)  estimated  resident 
)  population  -  23.00 

)  rate  per  thousand 
)  total  (live  and 
)  still-births)  -  .019 

)  death  rate  per 
)  thousand  of  the 
)  estimated  resident 
)  population  -  12.75. 


Deaths  from  diseases  and  ) 
accidents  of  Pregnancy  ) 
and  Child-birth.  ) 


From 

sepsis 

Nil 

From 

other  cases 

Nil 

This,  again,  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Medical  and 
Midwifery  professions. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  -  76  (as  compared  with  43  for  England 

and  wales ) . 


All  infants  per  thousand  live-bitths  -  .013. 

Legitimate  infants  per  thousand 

legitimate  live-births  -  .015. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  thousand 

illegitimate  live-births  -  .003. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  -  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  -  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  -  Nil. 


There  were  6  deaths  from  Cancer  in  1946  in  the  District,  4  males 
and  2  females. 


All  measures  practicable  for  treatment  of  Measles,  Influenza 
and  Whooping  Cough,  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  have  been 
authorized  by  the  Council,  including  Hospital,  Medical  and 
Nursing  Assistance. 


A 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA, 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Sanitary  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council 

A,  (1)  Fever.  Treated  at  Swilly  Isolation  Hospital. 

(2)  Smallpox,  No  cases  have  arisen,  but  would  be  dealt 

with  at  Swilly. 

B.  (1)  Tuberculosis.  All  tuberculous  cases  are  dealt  with 

by  the  County  Council. 

(2)  Maternity  Domilicary  cases  are  supplied  with  the 

services  of  a  Certified  Midwife. 
Institutional  normal  cases  are  accommodated 
at  Polwelean,  Looe,  Abnormal  and  operative 
cases  at  the  City  Hospital,  Plymouth,  in 
conjunction  with  the  County  Co  ncil. 


Ambulance  Facilities  -  The  St  John’s  Ambulance  maintains  an 

Ambulance  with  a  full-time  driver. 

There  is  no  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Day  Nursery, 
School  Clinic,  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  or  Artificial  Light  Clinic 
availalle  in  the  District. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  and  Treatment  centres  are  at  LiskearA, 
and  once  a  month  at  Beaumont  House,  Plymouth. 

Nursing  in  the  Home  -  Torpoint  and  District  Nursing  Association 
is  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

Midwives  -  Torpoint  and  District  Nursing  Association  is  aided 
by  grants  from  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  employs  a  midwife. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes  -  The  County  Council  is  the  Super¬ 
vising  Authority  under  Acts  relating  to  the  registration  of 
Maternity  and  other  Nursing  Homes. 

Infectious  Diseases  -  In  accordance  with  the  Scheme  prepared 
by  the  Cornwall  County  Council  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  on  February  9th,  1935,  the  Council  have,  In  conjunction 
with  the  Borough  of  Saltash  and  the  Rural  District  of  St.  Germans 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  City  Council  of  Plymouth  for 
accommodation  to  be  available  for  patients  from  the  Borough, 

Urta  n  and  Rural  Councils  Jointly, 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:-  A.  Llewellyn  Davies,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P, ,  2  Carlton  Villas, 
Torpoint.  Part  time. 


Sanitary  Inspector:-  Wilson  Hogarth,  M.R.San.I.,  C.S.I.P.  , 

L.F.S,,  Also  Surveyor  and  Water 
Engineer.,  9  Montpelier  Terrace, 

.  Torpoint.  And  Council  Offices. 

York  Road,  Torpoint.  Part  time. 


■  ■  .  Mil, 
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sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 


(A)  Water  Supplies*  The  quantity  and  quality  have  again  proved 
excel lent during  1946.  Chlorination  is  carried  out  as 
a  precautionary  measure.  It  was  not  necessary  to  curtail 
supply  by  night  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

^  Rivers  and  Streams.  These  are  specially  inspected  to  detect 
any  pollution  which  might  be  present  or  threatened. 

(C)  Drainage  and  Sewerage,  The  present  system  is  satisfactory. 

Refuse  Disposal.  The  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
are  being  complied  with,  and  controlled  tipping  Is  beinr 
carried  out.  ° 


(E)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

~(a)  Total  number  of  inspections .  524 

(b)  Informal  Notices  and  personal 

Interviews..  ...  56 

(c)  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  20 

(d)  Statutory  Nfcioes  complied  with.  ...  20 

(e)  Tests  applied  to  house  drains  .  ...  4 

(f)  Visits  to  premises  in  connection 

with  infectious  diseases  .  ...  6 

(g)  Premises  disinfected  ...  .  6 

(h)  Inspections  of  Dairies  etc  .  12 

(I)  Number  of  drains  laid  or  repaired  ...  15 

(J)  Choked  drains  cleared  .  3 

(k)  Refuse  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  24 


(F)  Hous in^.  Fifty  "Arc on”  type  Temporary  Eungalwws  were  erected 

by  the  Ministry  of  'Works  on  behalf  of ''the  Council  on  the 
Mount  Edftoumbe  Estate ,  North  Road,  a^d  were  declared 
officially  open  by  the  Chairman  in  July  1946. 

(G)  Factories  and  Workshops.  There  are  9  factories  in  the  district 

all  of  which  are  Inspected  regularly, 

(H)  Food  Premises.  Regular  inspection  of  all  farms  and  dairies 

were  made  during  the  year. 

There  are  four  meat  shops  in  the  district,  all  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

Two  fried  fish  shops  are  under  constant  supervision. 


\ 
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PREVALENCE  OF  aND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


GENERAL. 


There  were  15  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in 
1946,  of  which  6  cases  were  Scarlet  Fever,  2  Pneumonia, 

There  were  no  deaths.  There  was  no  special  incidence  of 
infectious  disease. 

No  diagnostic  tests  for  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria 
were  carried  out.  No  Blood  Tests  were  made,  and  no  sputum 
was  sent  for  examination. 

Cases  of  Venereal  Disease  are  sent  to  the- City  Hospital, 
Plymouth,  for  consultation  and  treatment. 

Immunization  against  Diphtheria  -  Mothers  are  immunization 
minded,  and  the  majority  of  the  children  are  immunized  at  1  yr. 

No  persons  presented  themselves  or  were  sent  for  Smallpox 
Vaccinations. 


TABLE  1. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

D'URING  THE  YEaR  1346. 


•isease 

Total  cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 
Deaths . 

Scarlet  Fever. 

6 

6 

- 

Measles. 

4 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis.  There  were  four  new  casfls,  and  two  deaths  in  1946. 

T  A  E  L  E  2. 


TUEERCULOSIS  —  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  1946. 


Age 

Periods. 

,»  .  ****** . . .  . 

New  Cases. 

Total 

peat 

ds .  _ _ 

Total. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female . 

10-15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15-20 

1 

1 

20-25 

* 

1 

l 

35-40 

1 

1 

over  6  6 

1 

1 

,  ■  —  tfr-— ^ 

4 

* - - - 

4 

2 

- - 

2 _ | 

■ 


r 


TABLE  3. 


CAUSES 


OF  DEATH  —  194  6. 


Causes  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

1.  Typhoid  and  Para- Typhoid 

-  .  — . 

2.  Cerebro- spinal  Fever. 

3.  Scarlet  Fever. 

4.  Whooping  Cough. 

5,  Diphtheria. 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System. 

2. 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases. 

9,  Influenza* 

10,  Measles* 

11,  Acute  Polio-myelitis  &  Polio-encephalitis. 

12,  Acute  inf.  encephalitis. 

lo.  Cancer  of  bucal  cavity  and  oesophagus. 

1. 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

15.  Cancer  of  breast. 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

3 

X  ft 

17.  Diabetes. 

V  • 

X  • 

18,  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions. 

p 

19.  Heart  Diseases. 

7 

Cj  ft 

10. 

1. 

20.  Other  disease  of  Circulatory  System. 

/  # 

2. 

21,  Bronchitis. 

1 

22.  Pneumonia. 

1 . 

23,  Other  Respiratory  diseases. 

1. 

1 

^4.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum. 

X  ft 

25,  Diarrhoea  under  2  years. 

26.  Appendicitis. 

27.  Other  Digestive  diseases. 

1. 

28,  Nephritis. 

x  • 

29,  Puerperal  and  Post  abortive  sepsis. 

30  -  Other  Maternal  causes. 

31 v  Premature  Eirth. 

32.  Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury. 

33,  Suicide, 

o  • 

2. 

X  • 

1. 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accident. 

55.  Other  violent  causes. 

1 

36..  All  other  causes* 

2. 

x  • 

6. 

n.LL  CAUSES. 

24. 

. — ■  4w 

I 

27 

— — —vs — ' 

General  Register  Office, 
(Statistical  Eranchj , 
Somerset  House, 

Strand,  W.C.2. . 
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BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  1946. 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  C.Es. 
and  Great 
Towns  incl. 
London. 

48  smaller 
towns,  Res- 
population 
25-50,  00C 

— 1  ■  ■> 

London. 

Rates 

per  1000  Civilian  Population. 

Live  BirLhs. 

19.1 

22.2 

21.3 

21.5 

St-ill  Births , 

0.53 

0.67 

0.59 

C.  54 

Deaths . 

All  causes 

11.5 

12.7 

11.7 

12.7 

Typhoid  and  Para. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.  00 

whooping  Cough. 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

Diphtheria. 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Influenza, 

0.15 

0.13, 

0.14 

0.12 

Smallpox. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.  00 

Measles. 

0.00 

0.01 

0,00 

0.01 

Rates 

per  100C  Liv< 

3  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 

year  of  age 

43 

46 

37 

41 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under 

2  years  of  age. 

4.4 

6.1 

2.8 

4.2 

| 


General  Register  Office, 
Somerset  House, 

Strand,  W.C.2. 


